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TOWN OF FAIR HAVEN, VERMONT
SELECTBOARD
WATER AND SEWER COMMISSIONERS
LIQUOR COMMISSIONERS-CEMETERY COMMISSIONERS
Regular Select Board Meeting
November 24, 2015

Members Present: Robert Richards, Dick Frazier, Sean Galvin, Rod Holzworth I, Jeff Sheldon.

Others Present: Town Manager Herb Durfee, Minute Taker Claire Stanley, Emily Cutts, Rutland
Herald, John Lulek, Glen Roberts, George Stannard, Tylor Hock, Kevin Durkee, Dani Roberts, Ben
Browman, PEG-TV.

Call to Order: Chairman Bob Richards called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and led the
assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Amendments to the Agenda: Mr. Frazier made a motion to add to the agenda: New Business;
Request for sewer abatement -- Karla Ramey; seconded by Mr. Galvin and carried unanimously.

Five Minutes for Public Comment: None

Approval of Minutes: Mr. Frazier moved to approve the minutes of the 11/10/2015 meeting;
seconded by Mr. Holzworth and carried unanimously.

Mr. Frazier moved to approve the minutes of the 11/17/2015 meeting; seconded by Mr.
Holzworth and carried unanimously.

Mr. Frazier moved to approve the minutes of the 11/18/2015 meeting; seconded by Mr.
Holzworth and carried unanimously.

Planning Commission -- Status of Town Plan: Chairman George Stannard, Planning Commission
presented copies of a draft of the Town Plan to members. He noted the Planning Commission
would soon vote to mail copies of the Town Plan to surrounding Towns as mandated by Vermont
Statutes. The Select Board may accept the Plan as presented or make changes as they see fit. Two
public hearings are required before The Plan is adopted. Members of the Planning Commission
suggest that members check with the Regional Planning Commission when/if making changes.

The Board thanked members of the Planning Commission for their dedication to the task.

Fair Haven Rescue Inc. Service Expectations: Mr. Galvin was asked “what does the Rescue Squad
do for Town Funds ($24,000) received” and requested a status report. Tylor Hock reported the
Squad is an independent business, not bound by the Select Board, which provides both emergency
and non-emergency transport. The non-emergency work provides income to them. Fair Haven
Rescue covers other Towns by mutual aid; some secondary calls are covered by other responders
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if/when no one is available; all responders are paid. The Board requests clarification of what the
Town’s share represents and to have a representative speak at Town Meeting.

VT Structural Slate Agreement Update — William Bloomer, Esg.: Members received copies of the
agreement attachment re: easement consideration. Mr. Holzworth inquired, are all the “rights”
mentioned in the agreement? Mr. Bloomer noted he feels the agreement is broad enough to
include all identifiable rights. Dam one includes a small portion of land where Vermont Structural
Slate reserves access rights to others of their properties. Mr. Bloomer will continue
communications with them to determine exact purpose of the requested easement working
toward agreement and closing of the case.

Department Heads & Committee Reports: Town Manager Durfee reported:

Status of grants is in members’ folders

He was asked to “pass along” information re: the impact of legalizing marijuana on the trucking

industry -- acquiring a CDL license requires drug testing; driving through states where it is not

legal.

o Rutland Regional Transportation Council will meet December 3, 2015, 6:30 p.m. at the Rutland
Opera House.

o In members’ boxes is information re: VLCT coverage is increasing by $15,600 mostly driven by
high workers compensation costs.

o There is the opportunity to collect batteries at the transfer station. It requires $125 up front;
over 500 pounds (in a calendar year) there is re-imbursement at 35¢/Ib.; excludes car
batteries. Mr. Galvin made a motion to authorize the Town Manager to sign a contract with
Call to Recycle for the collection of batteries at the Fair Haven Transfer Station. The motion
was seconded by Mr. Sheldon and passed 4-1-0 with Mr. Frazier dissenting.

o Request for proposals for the Water Treatment Plant furnace has gone out.

o There was an article in the Rutland Herald about the West Street house rehabilitation being
done by Habitat for Humanities.

o Hope Energy (on their own) did an assessment to change the Town Offices lighting from
florescent to LED. The net cost is $7355; 3.8 years to realize cost by savings. Discussion that
this could probably be done locally and by attrition. The project is on hold.

o ltisthe consensus of the Board to pay the Aldrich & Elliot $660 bill (from the water lines work)
from the current budget.

o The status of Bonds and Notes is: there are two bonds: River Street Pump Station, $161,000,
30 years at 2.75% interest; 2001 Upgrade, $215,000 at 0% interest.

o The abandoned, uninhabitable mobile home owned by Michael Bizon, on Kevin Durkee’s
property requires a court order for removal. The Town will pay for the court order; Mr. Durkee
will pay removal costs.

o Work is on-going to remove the mobile home at Cedar and Academy Street by tax sale.

o O

Traffic Ordinance Update and Main Street School Zone Traffic Ordinance Repeal -- Public Hearing
and Possible Action: Members were given copies of the Notice of Public Hearing which lists
proposed changes to the Traffic Ordinance. Public comment included: the two Electric Vehicle

(EV) Charging spaces are seldom used; adding another handicapped space at the corner of Main
and Liberty Streets. There is a 60 day appeals period after adoption. Mr. Frazier moved to adopt
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the Traffic Ordinance amendments as proposed not including the amendment related to EV
parking spaces, and to repeal the Main Street School Zone Traffic Ordinance (as that ordinance
language is in the current Traffic Ordinance). The motion was seconded by Mr. Holzworth and
carried 4-1-0 with Mr. Galvin dissenting.

Hydro Project -- Status of Discussion with Brad Stevens: Town Manager Durfee and Mike
Stannard, Chairman of the Energy Committee met with Mr. Stevens who was very receptive to the
Town’s proposal to purchase property. It was a good conversation where Mr. Stevens agreed to
the hiring of an appraiser to arrive at a general sale amount.

Request for Sewer Abatement, Karla Ramey: $556.92 was abated last fall due to a leak in Ms.
Ramey’s basement. Since the leak crossed billing cycles, Ms. Ramey seeks a sewer abatement of a
portion of the latest bill to fully account for the unintended leak in her hot water heater. Mr. Frazier
made a motion to abate $646.13 of sewer charges; seconded by Mr. Sheldon. This amount is the
sewer portion (only) and the amount abated is over the average usage for the same quarter. The
motion carried unanimously.

FYE 2017 Budget: Members agreed to spend a half hour working the budget before executive
session. They started at the beginning reviewing line by line comparing with year to date
expenditures. All legal expenses are in the Select Board portion of the budget; Fair Haven Grade
School pays for printing their portion of the Town Report; voting machines need to be programmed
for three elections this year; discussion re: (future) Town Clerks and Treasurers elected positions
being paid as employees with benefits with Memorandum of Understanding (MOU); the auditor has
stated his cost ($10,300) will hold for another year.

The Checkbook Status is $570,291.28

Mr. Sheldon made a motion to Sign Warrants: Payroll, $26,751.87; General Fund, $84,676.84,
minus $45 (Selectboard member’s attendance at Fair Haven Concerned dinner). (84,631.84). Part
time Officer Edward Hayes will be the new full time police Officer. The motion was seconded by Mr.
Frazier and passed unanimously.

Mr. Holzworth moved the Board and Town Manager into Executive Session at 9:14 to discuss the
Union Contract; seconded by Mr. Sheldon and passed unanimously.

The Recording Secretary was excused at this time.

At 10:25 p.m. Frazier moved to exit Executive Session. Seconded by Holzworth. All in favor. No further action
taken.

At 10:25 p.m. Frazier moved to adjourn. Seconded by Sheldon. All in favor. Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted, j—

Claire Stanley T e

Richard Fraz@dflerk




